Gender Identity

Legalizing Deception:

Why “Gender Identity” Should not be added to Anti-discrimination Legislation

by Dale O’Leary

Certain national and international groups are pushing for the addition of “gender identity” and
“gender expression” to anti-discrimination laws. According to activists, gender identity is
defined as: “An individual’s self —perception or inner sense of being a man, a male, a woman, a
female, both, neither, butch, femme, two-spirit, bigender, or another configuration of gender.
Gender identity often matches the gender typically associated with the person’s anatomy but
sometimes does not” and gender expression refers to: “Any combination of how someone
outwardly presents external characteristics behaviors that are socially defined as masculine or
feminine, including dress, mannerisms speech patterns and social interactions.” (1)
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For example, a bill introduced in the Maryland legislature reads as follows: “An owner or
operator of a place of public accommodation ...may not refuse, withhold from, or deny to any
person any of the accommodations, advantages, facilities, or privileges of the place of public
accommodation because of the person’s ....gender identity.” This would mean that males
dressed as females could use women’s restrooms and locker rooms.

Such legislation is designed to give legal protections to those who reject the sex they were born
and want to be publicly accepted the other sex — the so-called ‘transsexuals,’ ‘transgendered,’
‘gender queer,’ transvestites, and others. Such persons deceive themselves, deceive others,
and are being deceived by mental health professionals and surgeons. The public is being
deceived by the media and activists into believing that so-called ‘transsexuals’ were born with
biological problems that are remedied by surgery and that it is possible to change your sex.

No one can change sex; it is written in DNA on every cell of our bodies. The people demanding
“gender identity and expression” protection are physically normal men or women, but according
to the “gender” ideologues, what matters is not what sex you really are, but what sex you want

to be or think you are,. People could be sanctioned for simply using the correct pronouns when
referring to a person who is obviously male, but wants to be female.

The following quote from an interview on with Dr. Theodore Dalrymple, author of a collection of
essays titled: Our
Culture, What's Left of It:

The Mandarins and the Masses demonstrates the effect such lies have on the culture:

In my study of communist societies, | came to the conclusion that the purpose of communist
propaganda was not to persuade or convince, nor to inform, but to humiliate; and therefore, the
less it corresponded to reality the better. When people are forced to remain silent when they are
being told the most obvious lies, or even worse when they are forced to repeat the lies
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themselves, they lose once and for all their sense of probity. To assent to obvious lies is to
co-operate with evil, and in some small way to become evil oneself. One's standing to resist
anything is thus eroded, and even destroyed. (2)

One lie leads to another. A clearly male person presents himself in public as a woman. He has
had surgery and hormone treatments to perfect his impersonation and he demands that we
pretend this makes him a woman. He wants us to use female pronouns when speaking of him
and to allow him to use the ladies’ restroom. He also wants to change his birth certificate and
drivers’ license. While some persons who present as the other sex are obviously not the sex
they pretend to be, others are able to deceive their sexual partners without informing them of
their true sexual identity.

Persons who present themselves in public as the other sex say they need such protections
because they are afraid of violence. This fear is real. When someone is deceived -- particularly
in such a personal matter has the sex of an intimate partner or potential spouse — anger is an
understandable reaction. Violent acts can never be condoned, but if such legislation is passed
those who have been deceived will be denied any legal recourse and the deceivers portrayed
as victims.

The circle of deception created by this “gender ideology” begins with those who want to be the
other sex deceiving themselves. As children they may have been wounded, traumatized,
abused, or rejected. They fell into envy and fantasy, imagining “If | were the other sex, | would
be safe, loved, valued.” This envy grew into an obsession. They coveted the body parts of the
other sex, and despised their own bodies. The idea that they were “transsexual” may have been
suggested to them by a mental health professional or they may have seen reports of “sex
changes” in the media. They deceived themselves into believing that this would be the answer
to all their problems. While some may simply want to be the other sex, others may actually
come to believe that they really are the other sex, that nature made a mistake and gave them
the body of one sex and the brain of the other. Such a delusion is very difficult to treat,
particularly when the person learns that there surgeons are able to fulfill their fantasy and create
the appearance of the other sex.

While those applying for surgery may insist that they have the brain or soul of the other sex,
they really don’t know what it means to be the other sex. Most can only present a very
stereotyped image of their desired sex. They have to constantly monitor their own gestures and
mannerisms. They are excited when they are able to deceive others — to pass -- but admit that
they are often not accepted as the other sex. They want the government to force people to go
along with their deception, but even if such laws are passed they will only be able to fool some
of the people some of the time.

While persons who want to be the other sex desperately want to believe that they were born
with this problem, there is no evidence for this. Some men and women who want to be the other
sex failed to identify with their birth sex as children. This condition, known as childhood gender
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(sexual) identity disorder (G[S]ID), is a preventable and treatable. Even without treatment most
children with G[S]ID grow out of it; however, a small number persist in their desire to be the
other sex.

Not all persons who want to be the other sex suffered from obvious symptoms of G[S]ID as
children. Some males are autogynephiles, who began in adolescence to engage in paraphilic
transvestite fetishism. A paraphilia is a sexual attraction to something other than another
person, in this case a man is sexually aroused by to the image of himself as a woman. As
unhappy adolescents, these males engaged in masturbation wearing their mother’s clothing and
fantasizing about being women. Many autogynephiles marry, have children, and engage in
male-typical careers, while secretly engaging cross-dressing. For some autogynephiles,
cross-dressing is not enough; they want to perfect this image through surgery. One
autogynephile explained that these are men who want to become what they love. (3). After
surgery many autogynephiles continue to be sexually attracted to women and insist they are
lesbians. It is interesting to note that some radical feminists are offended by the stereotyped
images of women these men present. Some feminist groups have restricted their gatherings to
women born as women and living as women.

Those who are obsessed with the idea of being the other sex often resist therapy. They refuse
to look at the psychological reasons for their desires. Some mental health professionals,
frustrated by their inability to treat this disorder and concerned about their clients’ obvious
dysphoria, are willing to go along with this deception. They give in to their clients demands and
recommend a surgical solution to what they as therapists know is a mental health problem.
They deceive their clients into believing that a “sex change” is possible.

The “sex change” surgeons know they can’t change a persons’ sex, they can only create a
non-functional appearance of the other sex, but they also know they will be well paid for their
skill and so go along with the deception.

The news media report glowing tales of how John became Jane and is now entirely happy.
Reporters use the new names and incorrect pronouns. Headlines read “The Pregnant Man”
when the reality is that a woman who had her breasts removed and received male hormones to
induce beard growth became pregnant by artificial insemination. Doubters are labeled
“transphobic.”

Public officials go along with the deception, letting persons who want to be the other sex to
falsify their driver licenses and other documents, even some who have not been surgically
altered.

Those who go through mutilating surgery — who sacrificed so much to achieve their fantasy --
have to continue the deception even though their unrealistic expectations are often not met. (4).
Anne Lawrence, a post surgery autogynephile, explains how the fantasy breaks down:

Autogynephilic transsexuals may also find it harder to fully identify with women after transition
than before, because the difference they inevitably observe between themselves and natal
women become harder to rationalize after transition. Before transition, these differences can be
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attributed to the necessity of temporarily maintaining a socially acceptable masculine persona:
after transition, when this excuse evaporates, autogynephilic transsexuals may be forced to
confront reality. Nonhomosexual MtF transsexuals often seem to expect that, with enough effort,
they will be able to pass undetected as natal women after transition; but because their
appearance and behavior are rarely naturally feminine, this expectation usually proves
unrealistic. (5)

Lawrence also points out that when autogynephiles are not accepted as the sex they want to
be they can be vulnerable to narcissistic rage, which is defined as the “disproportionate,
compulsive pursuit of revenge that seeks to obliterate both the offense and the offender.” (6).
Extend legal protection to persons who want to present themselves as the other sex need will
give these narcissistic autogynephiles the right to pursue legal sanctions against those who will
not go long with the lie that they have changed their sex. Given that “transsexuals” suffer from a
“fundamental disorder” in their sense of self and are prone to narcissistic rage, (7) there is every
reason to believe that they will use such laws to ruthlessly attack anyone who speaks the truth.

If you want to understand the full potential of such wrath, consider the case of John Michael
Bailey, whose book: The Man who would be Queen, provoked retaliation from a small group of
persons who didn’t like being labeled autogynephiles. They used the internet to make
outrageous accusations against Bailey, attacking his children, trying to turn colleagues against
him, and to have him fired from his job. (8)

Lawrence applies the following clinical description of narcissistic rage to Bailey’s opponents:

...need for revenge, for righting a wrong, for undoing a hurt by whatever means, and deeply
anchored, unrelenting compulsion in the pursuit of all these aims... There is utter disregard for
reasonable limitations and a boundless wish to redress an injury and to obtain revenge... The
fanaticism of the need for revenge and the unending compulsion of having to square the
account after an offense... The narcissistically injured... cannot rest until he has blotted out [the]
... offender who dared to oppose him, to disagree with him.

Even if only a small number of autogynephiles are prone to narcissistic revenge, they could
cause incredible harm to anyone who speaks the truth. They would see injury everywhere, file
complaints, and institute lawsuits.

The laws adding “gender identity” to anti-discrimination legislation would allow men and women
with serious psychological disorders, some of whom are prone to narcissistic rage and revenge
to use the law to persecute business owners who are attempting to protect the privacy of
customers in restrooms and locker rooms.

If “gender identity” is added to anti-discrimination legislation, the lie of “sex change” will be
taught in the schools. It won’t be long before we will have children’s books about how Johnny’s
daddy is now Johnny’s mommy and everyone is living happily ever after. Teachers and other
school personnel will expect to be accepted in whatever form they appear. Mr. Brown will come
back after summer vacation as Miss Brown.
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Confused children with G[S]ID who need treatment are already being pushed down the path to
surgical mutilation. Schools are being told that if an elementary school boy or girl believes that
he or she is the other sex; everyone should go along with this fantasy. The school should allow
these troubled children to change their names, dress as the other sex, and use the restrooms of
the other sex. Other children will be punished if they object or speak the truth.

And it gets worse. In some places, at age 11 these children who think they are the other sex are
given puberty-blocking hormones so that secondary sexual characteristics do not appear. Then
they are given hormones proper to the other sex, so that at age 18 they can be surgically
mutilated. In other words, the entire educational, psychological, and medical establishment is
conspiring to see that these children never receive proper treatment. There is no research on
the long-term effects of these hormone treatments on developing the bodies and brain. Do we
really believe that 11-year-old children have the judgment necessary to decide to permanently
surrender his sexual identity and reproductive potential?

It seems like such a small change — just add “gender identity” to anti-discrimination laws, but
such a change discriminates against the truth and endangers children. We have an obligation
to oppose it with all our energy.

One way is to stop using their language. Their words distort and deceive. | am currently working
on Lexicon for the profamily movement. We need a common vocabulary so that we can speak
the truth about the human person.

If you are interested in participating in the development of such a Lexicon or would like to view
her suggestions, email the author of this article at dalemoleary@yahoo.com and request the
paper “Don’t Say Gender When You Mean Sex.”

[1] GLSEN Jump Start Guide, “Gender-Related Terminology List.” [www.glsen.org/binary-data/G
LSEN_ATTACHMENTS/file/000/000/966-1.pdf]
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